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Aquinas College.  The paper will engage campus through providing an intelligent outlet for 
faith-infused news and commentary.   As the Holy Spirit informs and inspires the Church, so 

too shall the Paraclete present truth in love to the Aquinas community.  
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What is the Paraclete?
Samuel Klee, ‘16 

Let us boldly become citizens of the digital world.  
The Church needs to be concerned for, and pres-
ent in, the world of communication, in order to 
dialogue with people today and to help them en-
counter Christ ... The revolution taking place in 
communications media and in information tech-
nologies represents a great and thrilling chal-
lenge; may we respond to that challenge with 
fresh energy and imagination as we seek to share 
with others the beauty of God.

~Pope Francis, on the 48th World Communica-
tions Day

 Christians everywhere have the duty to 
make Christ’s love present in the world, to be His 
voice in society.  Modern media has created a 
unique avenue for this mission, revealing an op-
portunity to edify, inspire, and renew the world.  
As such, the Paraclete is our attempt as students 
to provide Aquinas with an authentically Catholic 
voice in campus media.
 As a paper, we hope to provide you--the 
reader--with an intelligent outlet for faith-infused 
news and commentary.  This does not mean ev-
ery article is a religious discourse, that each page 
will contain discrete apologetics lessons.  We en-
joy sarcastic remarks, snark, and caffeine for their 
own sake as much as the next.  As a Catholic pa-
per, however, the Paraclete writes with a keen 
awareness of the rich heritage and wealth of the 
Christian experience.  Take the faith seriously, live 
freely.
 The Catholic faith is eminently practical.  
it rests not in the lofty halls of philosophy, but in 
the tangible love of God.  A radical, living relation-
ship with Christ translates to every dimension of 
life, presenting a lens by which we understand our 
campus, our culture, and ourselves.  it is precisely 
this lens that the Paraclete brings to bear.
 At no point do we pretend to be dryly 

objective.  A 
monopoly of 
opinionless, “un-
biased” writing 
reduces journal-
ism to a purely 
mechanical 
exercise, which 
strips the human 
element from journalistic endeavors.  instead, 
simple fairness and respect born from love shall 
be the core of our editorial philosophy.  
 We hope that you find the contents of the 
Paraclete intriguing, entertaining, even challeng-
ing, and that it sparks renewed dialogue on what 
it means to be a Christian in the modern world.

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Paraclete: [par-uh-kleet]
noun

1.
an advocate or intercessor.

2.
( initial capital letter ) the Holy 

Spirit; the Comforter.

CatholiC Campus happenings

mass (Bukowski Chapel)
Sunday: 8:00pm

monday & wednesday: 4:30pm

tuesday & thursday: 9:00pm

mass (st. thomas the apostle parish)
sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am

monday, tuesday, thursday, Friday: 7:30am

ConFession (Bukowski Chapel)
thirty minutes BeFore eaCh mass

rosary (touChdown mary, Bukowski iF raining)
daily at 3:00pm

CatholiC liFe CluB (Bukowski Chapel)
thursday nights Following mass: 9:45pm
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Wrestling with Exams
Danielle Flint, ‘16

 At this time last year, I was in my second semes-
ter of freshman year, madly preparing for finals. Being a 
naive first-year, i decided to take TY 170, Wrestling with 
God, for my one and only Theology credit; even the name 
sounds ominous. i had already heard the horror stories 
about first year Marshall experiences, especially this 
class.  But did i listen?  Nope, i thought i could handle it; 
challenges are fun, right?
 Taking an introductory Marshall class instills the 
fear of the Lord deep in your academic soul. Yet i had mi-
raculously made it to finals, as the Marshall exam loomed 
at the end of the week.  i studied...studied...and then 
studied some more, until I reached the point where there 

was no more i could do; it was in God’s hands. 
The exam is terrifying to enter and physically draining on 
the other side.  i had friends genuinely sorry for me, both 
before and after the fact. 
 Somehow I Wrestled with God, debatably un-
scathed.  As i will likely never experience another Mar-
shall class, i look back on the experience fondly.  it was 
tough to get through, but God only gives us what we can 
handle.
  While you prepare for finals, study as if Dr. Mar-
shall is grading your exams; you will be far more pre-
pared, regardless of professor.  However, if you do have 
the misfortune of a Marshall final coming up, may God 
and Dr. Marshall have mercy on your soul.

Exam Breakfast
 May 5th

Exam munchies?  Eggs and pancakes understand your fourth-
meal needs, and our school will accommodate your stress-in-
duced hunger at the annual Aquinas Exam Breakfast, on May 
5th at 10:00pm.  President Olivarez will be joined by a host of 
helpful administrators to serve this signature event.  Remem-
ber to bring your student iD for entry!

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com
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Daily events:

Commuter Lounge, 9-11am (Various Sponsors)
2nd Floor AB
Coffee & Snacks, 6-10pm (by AQ Dining)
Library Piazza

Monday, April 28th

Papers and Pops, 6-8pm (by The Writing Center)
Cook Carriage House
Writing Help, 6-10pm (by Academic Learning Services)
Library
Ice Cram, 8-9pm (by Campus Ministry)
Library Piazza
Open Mic Night, 9pm (by AQPB)
Cook Carriage House

Tuesday, April 29th

(see daily events)

Wendesday, April 30th

Way To Go Wednesday First Year Student Celebration, 5:30pm
Cook Carriage House
Writing Help, 6-8pm (by Academic Learning Services)
Library
Make Some Noise, 9pm-Midnight (by Sports Management Club)
Sturrus
Preferred Parking, 9:30pm (by AQPB)
Cook Carriage House
Summer Dominican Republic Bake Sale, 10pm 
Library Piazza
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Thrive through Finals
McKenzie Rumley, ‘15 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, it’s that time of year in 
which we all want to run in fear: Exam Cram Week! 
Now, before you begin to have a panic attack or decide 
to quit college, take a deep breath and remember that 
this isn’t the end of the world (close, but not quite!).  
Here are some tips to help you out.

taCkle the harder suBjeCts First
 it’s very tempting to study what’s easiest, but think of 
this like ripping off a band-aid. As unpleasant as it is, 
it’s better to focus on what you don’t know first, so you 
have less mental pain later!

organize yourselF
This should go without saying, but it can’t hurt to be 
reminded. Set aside times to study and rest so as not 
to be completely overwhelmed.

study where you’re ComFortaBle
Don’t just go to the library because everyone else 
does! if it’s too quiet, or too crowded, go where you’re 
comfortable! There’s always the Moose, your room, or 
even Bukowski Chapel!

learn to love CoFFee
Okay, i’m biased on this one, but come on! Who 
doesn’t love a concentrated dose of high-octane caf-
feine?  if you think pop or energy drinks are legitimate 
productivity boosters, you need to stop. This is not 
middle school anymore. it’s time to drop the game-
boy and join the world of adults! (Or, double fist your 
coffee and gameboy..in which case,we applaud your 
dextrous dedication).

Forget that time exists
Now this doesn’t mean forget when things are due or 
when your test is. When i suggest “forget that time 
exists,” i mean don’t even bother setting an alarm, 
because that means you have time for sleep. Sleep, 
however, is for the weak. Don’t be weak.

say a prayer
Let’s face it, you probably ignored all the tips and 
procrastinated on studying. YouTube, Facebook, and 
Twitter were calling your name...and you caved. Log 
off Pinterest and start praying you pass with a C or 
better! Might i suggest Saint Thomas Aquinas’ Prayer 
for Students?

in all seriousness folks, just relax! it’ll be okay. May 
God be with us!

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Thursday, May 1st

May Crowning, Noon 
(by Catholic Life Club)
Touchdown Mary
Massages, 9pm (by AQPB)
Library Piazza

Friday, May 2nd

(see daily events)

Saturday, May 3rd

Writing Help, 1-4pm 
(by Academic Learning Services)
Library

Sunday, May 4th

Writing Help, 1-4pm & 6-10pm 
(by Academic Learning Services)
Library

Monday, May 5th

Exam Breakfast, 10-11pm 
(by Campus Life)
Wege Cafeteria, Free with AQ iD!

Extended Library Hours
Library open until 3am
April 27th through May 7th
(by Student Senate)
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Popes Canonized, April 27th
Monika Stutzman, ‘15 

 On April 27th, the feast of Divine Mercy set the 
tone for the canonization of the modern era’s two most 
celebrated popes.  The canonization of Popes John Paul 
II and John XXIII was characterized by an overarching 
theme of mercy, as the faithful thronged to church vigils 
throughout Rome, taking advantage of Confession and 
opportunities to pray.  
 Born in 1920s Poland, Pope John Paul II served as 
the Roman pontiff from 1978 to 2005, becoming a legend 
of the modern age.  He was particularly influential among 
the youth, a trait exhibited by his establishment of World 
Youth Day.  Held every two to three years in various cities 
across the globe, the event gathers together millions of 
young people to live and experience their faith in a sort 
of global community.  in his address to young Catholics, 

John Paul often repeated the 
ever-encouraging words, “be 
not afraid!”
 Providentially, Divine 
Mercy Sunday was an especially 
important feast to John Paul ii.  
In 2002, he returned to Krakow, 
Poland, to dedicate the Shrine of 
Divine Mercy.  it had been built 
beside the convent where Saint 
Maria Faustina had received Je-
sus’ mission to spread the mes-
sage of his immense mercy to 

mankind.  Despite the ee-
rie space-station architec-
ture, the pope emphasized 
that graces were bound to 
flow from this shrine.
 Somewhat less 
renown among our gen-
eration, the Italian Pope 
John XXIII served in the 
Petrine Office from 1958 to 
1963.  He is most famous 
for calling the Second Vati-
can Council in 1962, which 
led to many reforms within 
the life of the Church.  More-
over, he held a deep concern 
for the personal holiness of the faithful.  Before his elec-
tion as pope, he wrote that “God desires us to follow the 
examples of the saints by absorbing the vital sap of their 
virtues and turning it into our own life-blood, adapting 
it into our own individual capacities and particular cir-
cumstances.”  in this sense, John XXiii encouraged the 
faithful to foster prayer throughout all aspects of life.
 in honoring these two outstanding examples of 
holiness, it is fitting that the Church concurrently cele-
brates this feast of Christ’s overwhelming mercy.  We use 
this opportunity to reflect, to grow in the light of a loving 
God.  We remember the popes’ tireless witnesses to faith 
as we pray, “Lord, have mercy.”

Makenzie Conner, ‘16

 The coming of spring sig-
nals a renewed time of 
life and celebration.  As 
our campus comes alive 
with the triumphal re-
turn of birds and flowers, 
the Catholic Life Club will 
hold an annual event to 
honor Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.
 in the liturgical life of the 
Church, May is a tradi-

tional time to celebrate and 

venerate Mary as the Mother of God.  This practice orig-
inated in Rome and moved to the Jesuit Colleges, even-
tually making its way around the Catholic world.  The 
month is filled with Marian hymns, prayers, and ritual 
celebrations.  
 Aquinas College takes part in this tradition 
through the annual May Crowning.  Here, a statue of 
Mary is crowned with flowers to signify Mary’s Queenship 
over Heaven and Earth.  By the 1950s, the May Crowning 
had become a hallmark of the Aquinas campus.  
 This year’s Crowning will take place at 12PM on 
May 1st, at Touchdown Mary.  if the weather is not coop-
erating, the Crowning will be moved to Bukowski Chapel.  
Please join Catholic Life Club in this spring celebration of 
our Catholic heritage and Mother Mary. 

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com
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Reflections of a Freshman Chaplain
Father Stan Drongowski
Aquinas College Chaplain

 Let me begin by telling you a bit about who I am 
and where i have been.  Six days after graduating from col-
lege in Ohio, i entered the Dominican Order.  After a year 
of novitiate (boot camp for religious life), i began my phil-
osophical and theological studies at The Aquinas Institute 
of Theology.  i was ordained in 1979 and, in 1980, received 
Master of Divinity and Master of Theology degrees.  
 i was part of a team of Dominican friars in 2005, 
which assumed responsibility for the Catholic campus 
ministry at indiana university in Bloomington, indiana.  i 
served there for 7 years.  iu was my first campus ministry 
experience, and i immediately fell in love with it.  
 Comparing my former ministry at iu to Aquinas 
is akin to comparing apples with bowling balls.  iu is a 
state university of 43,000 while Aquinas, as we know, is 
a Catholic college of just over 2,000.  While my formal 
responsibilities at IU covered 7,000 catholic students on 
campus, my pastoral ministry at Aquinas serves every stu-
dent, staff, and faculty member.
 The first months were, for me, a time to learn the 
joyful sound of Dr. Marko laughing in the distance, as our 
conversations began 20 feet apart and continued until we 
were at least 20 feet past each other.   i now know the place 
i really want my office is not in Browne, but The Moose.  
(I’m sure Latoya expects me to set up a desk and book-
shelves outside her office at any moment).  i have learned 
to expect Dr. McDaniel wandering around in a blizzard 
with short sleeves.  i have come to celebrate the person 
who best personifies the heart of Aquinas, who serves as 
sentinel to Brian Matzke and Jennifer Dawson.  Dee Wag-
ner has been my guardian angel from day one, and it is my 
deepest and sincerest desire to grow up to be just like her.
 My first Aquinas semester was a time of joy.  But it 
was a honeymoon, and honeymoons end.
 The deeper I go into Aquinas culture, the greater 
awareness i have that i myself am an object of both curios-
ity and concern.  By some, i have been warmly embraced 
and eagerly welcomed.  For others, i have learned that my 
arrival was a cause of deep suspicion and uncertainty.
  Prior to my coming, Juan Olivarez was very open 
in our initial conversations that being engaged as chaplain 
is part of a concerted effort on the part of Aquinas College 
to reclaim its Identity as a Catholic school, under the aus-
pices of the the Dominican Order. 
 Those who fear might wonder what a reclaimed 
Catholic identity will entail.  Regardless of preconcep-

tions, there will certainly be an increased emphasis and 
expectation of engagement in dialogue, as the true liberal 
arts tradition calls for the cross-fertilization of thoughts 
and ideas.  
 In the meantime, let the word go out that I am su-
premely contented to be part of the AQ community as i 
grow toward being a Saint.

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Saint of the Week: Catherine of Siena
Feast day: April 29th

Born: Siena, March 25th, 1347
Died: Rome, April 29th, 1380

Born into a large lower-middle-class family, 
Catherine was faithful from a very young age. 
She had visions throughout her life and even 

personal conversations with Christ. At the age 
of 7, she consecrated her virginity to Christ, 
and became a Dominican at 16. A few years 

later, a vision of Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory 
commanded her to leave the cloister and enter 
public ministry. She spent the rest of her life 

trying to stabilize the political unrest of France 
and italy. Catherine’s influence became quite 
renown, as Pope Gregory XI and later Pope 

urban Vi would both call upon her for 
diplomatic missions.  

Faith  5
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Captain America Review
Christopher Quiroz, ‘17

 Captain America: Winter Soldier must be one of 
the best superhero movies i’ve seen to-date.  Well-paced, 
well-shot, the film was highly engaging amidst witty dia-
logue, intriguing moral predicaments, and characters of 
surprising heart.  This begs the question, what’s not to 
like?  Though superhero films are violent by definition, 
something about this movie struck me as excessive.  
 For those who haven’t seen, the latest installment 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe has Captain America 
teaming up with the Black Widow, newcomer Sam Wil-
son, Nick Fury, and Maria Hill to stop a threat from with-
in the very agency of S.H.i.E.L.D. itself, namely, the Win-
ter Soldier. 
 Even though the Cap usually isn’t one to mow 
down baddies, he still ends up fighting legions and prac-
tically laying them out in heaps.  When such gratuitous 
violence is shoved in our faces in the name of justice, i 
feel obliged to ask, is it actually necessary?  i know any 
good hero must fight to be heroic, one way or another, 

striving for what’s right.  However, it bothers me that 
the film spends more time on free death and destruction, 
with comparatively less time focusing on the actual vir-
tues upheld.  using imagination to glorify violence over 
virtue signals greater connotations beyond the theater. 
Might we end up enjoying destruction so much that the 
overarching question of why wouldn’t matter, whether 
for good or for evil?  if so, we have clearly encountered a 
problematic situation.

 

 

Does your Music have Soul?
Samuel Klee, ‘16

 My Saturday playlist is typically filled with the un-
exceptional tripe that saturates our local airwaves.  As elec-
tronic beats blend into monotonous noise, it reflects the 
frenetic sense of stress behind my study habits.
 Yet, recently, rather than settling for the latest Em-
inem or Avicii, i sent Spotify deep into the 1950s, ‘60s, and 
‘70s to rediscover the smooth, soulful sounds of Motown.  
Stevie Wonder and Sam Cooke sang with gusto, while the 
songs lent a foreign sense of calm to our apartment.  Life 
slowed to a mellow, thoroughly enjoyable pace.  The con-
trast was truly striking and, needless to say, the night re-
sulted in a new 39-song playlist (available upon request).
 “Why don’t we make music like this today?”  
 I thought long about this, my roommates’ recurring 
question.  Many would agree that music is a fundamental 
expression of culture.  Furthermore, according to the his-
torian Christopher Dawson, each culture embodies a par-
ticular religious tradition.  By this logic, one may be able to 
discover society’s values through its to popular music.
 Therefore, what values are expressed by contem-
porary music?  Certainly, people find something about it 
attractive, that it speaks to something within the modern 

experience.  However, what values are being expressed by 
Shakira and Cyrus?  What lessons are being taught by Lady 
Gaga and Rhianna?  Vapid indulgence in sex, drugs, and 
general freedom from moral restraint are certainly consis-
tent themes.  
 Comparing this picture to the 1950s and 60s, many 
of these themes remain.  Marvin Gaye sings of sex, the Roll-
ing Stones of drug abuse, while the Who rail against social 
conformity.  My point lies in a matter of degrees; modern 
musicians make no effort to varnish their messages, set-
tling instead for the overtly blatant approach of grotesque 
shock.  in contrast, many artists of the past retained at least 
some vestige of prior moral sentiments.
 This progression does not serve to vindicate the 
past, nor wholly vilify the present.  instead, it should make 
us question those values running beneath.  To me, if mu-
sic reflects our cultural sentiments, such expressions found 
across decades would signify a deeper problem in society 
than passing trends in recording.  it reveals a society look-
ing for its soul, searching for truth, yet lost amidst its di-
vorce from tradition.

Article expanded from original appearance on 
intercollegiate Review Online.
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Beyond the Environment: 
Ecology and the Catholic Church

Joseph Wenderski, ‘16

 Corresponding from France 
is an exciting manifestation of the 
Church’s universality. Being abroad 
enables one to partake in the same 
Catholic Faith and tradition as one’s 
peers, yet observe the distinct cul-
tural differences between countries.  
Over time, the Church has developed 
certain key points or tenets regarding 
the various applications of faith.  Of 
contemporary concern, ecology has 
undergone a renewed focus with-
in Catholicism.  Mainstream media 
and environmentalists are not the 
only ones concerned with preserving 
God’s awesome creation.
 According to the Vatican’s 
official news network, the beloved 
Pope Francis has taken the matter 
to heart, having begun to write on 
the topic as of January 2014. These 
forthcoming texts could potentially 
become an encyclical to better artic-
ulate the Church’s perspective on this 
critical matter. By definition, ecology 
is the study of actors within an envi-
ronment. Whether their impacts are 
positive or negative, it is still implied 
that respect and balance are of the ut-
most importance--squandering a gift 
is rather undesirable. 
 However, the Church does 
not merely express itself concerning 
the extrinsic environment. in keep-
ing with its tradition, she has linked 
ecology to the heart and condition of 
the human person.  During his papa-
cy, Pope emeritus Benedict XVI ar-
ticulated the need for a human ecol-
ogy of manifold tenets. Mankind is a 
significant force in the environment, 
which consequently necessitates its 
responsibility to limit detriments and 
augment contributions to the earth. 
Yet, there is also the question of the 
ecology relating to the human per-

son. 
 Human ecology extends this 
respect and balance to each person, 
as he or she possesses an inherent 
dignity of the utmost importance. 
This is arguably the reason for which 
Pope Francis is choosing to clarify 
and cement the Catholic Church’s 
stance. 
 There may be another reason, 
however, for which Pope Francis has 
chosen the topic.  February 2, 2014 
(my arrival date) saw the assembly 
of over 1,000,000 French gathered 
in Paris (according to my journalist 
host mother, Elisabeth de Baudoüin) 
for the cause of human ecology. Led 
by an organization called Manif Pour 
Tous, the march was branded as a 
protest against the state recognition 
of homosexual unions. However, to 
call it a strictly anti-gay movement 
would be both incorrect and igno-
rant. As per their ethics charter, it is 
a constructive, nonviolent, grassroots 
movement, focusing on the respect 
of the human person, without ho-

mophobia. Though many members 
are Catholic, it is not exclusive to 
any denomination.  The group main-
tains effectively the same teaching as 
the Church—that, as an orientation, 
homosexuality is not immoral--yet 
acting to these ends draws moral im-
plications.  Thus, for the dignity and 
respect of all either explicitly or im-
plicitly involved, homosexual unions 
and acts cannot be condoned.
 So, if and when it is pub-
lished, Pope Francis’ work should en-
lighten and clarify this topic for Cath-
olics, as well as the greater world. 
His words should be welcomed as a 
liaison, bridging the gap of ignorance 
around the “homosexual debate.”  
Moreover, it must serve as a point 
of progress and unification in a time 
seemingly devoid of love and dignity. 
With love and dignity comes a func-
tioning ecology of the extrinsic and 
intrinsic world, enabling Christ to 
live and flourish amongst all.

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com
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Snapshot: European Churches of France and Belgium

Joseph Wenderski, ‘16

 As anyone at Aquinas 
knows, we are required to take two 
humanities courses, wherein we lis-
ten to lectures about culture and see 
the fruits born of history.  Yet, when 
we students are not quite as excited 
as professors Eberle, Dail Whiting, 
Crabb, or Brooks, this merely theo-
retical approach can seem boring—
but only occasionally, right? 
 Nonetheless, my studies in 
France and subsequent travel have 
afforded me the ability to personally 
experience the magnificent art portrayed in class. As one could likely infer, my favorite art is religious—namely, 
Catholic architecture.  While here, i have visited several cathedrals and neo-Gothic churches.  Even the most 
diminutive are comparable to the grandeur and magnificence of the united States’ grandest cathedrals.  Angers, 

my city of study, has several churches within 20-minute walks of one an-
other.  Though not quite Notre-Dame de Paris, Mont St. Michel, or Sacré 
Cœur, these spaces take even the most modern Catholic to a much older 
time in our tradition, to a sense of the divine made immanently close at 
hand.  it a travesty that many of these structures are being destroyed, 
especially as they are no longer beneficial to the state which seized them 
during its Third Republic. 
 Yet, as much as i enjoy French churches, my mid-April road trip to 
Belgium surpassed anything i have ever seen.  The cathedral in Ghent 
is home to the multi-sectioned painting featured in Monuments Men, 
which i had seen a mere two weeks beforehand.  The cathedral was 
breathtakingly stunning, with an exterior of dark stone and flying but-
tresses imposingly resting for structural support.  inside, pillared walls 
of white and black marble stretch down the nave.  Behind the altar, over 
ten side-altars house paintings, statues, and confessionals, testimonies 
to the artistic brilliance of its age.  Moving to the basement, the church 
displayed chalices, vestments, and monstrances from across the centu-
ries.  My only regret was the prohibition of photography.
 i left emotionally attached to Ghent, more so there than to any oth-
er church.  Reflecting on both its historical and religious qualities, i was 
shocked with a sense of religious awe, as the venerable designers had in-
tended centuries earlier.  Moreover, i parted with a deeper appreciation 
of the knowledge gained in my semesters at Aquinas.  
 Case in point, pay attention to the Humanities...at least a bit!
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Dr. John C. Pinheiro
Paraclete Adviser 

 Aquinas College’s mission statement describes 
the school as an “inclusive educational community rooted 
in the Catholic Dominican tradition.”  “inclusivity” at a 
college with a distinctive religious identity like Aquinas 
means that all are welcome freely to enter into our ed-
ucational community.  Yet “Community” by definition 
means a group of people located in one place who share 
a common heritage, common values, and a common cul-
ture.  An inclusive community, therefore, is one that is 
so confident in its value and uniqueness that rather than 
being insular opens its doors to all.  A college is a commu-
nity oriented toward a genuine pursuit of the truth in all 
things.  This does not mean all are in agreement about, to 
borrow Aristotle’s definition of truth, “what is and what is 
not.”  This is why, as Allan Bloom writes in The Closing of 

the American Mind, an academic community by its very 
nature is one where diversity is a foregone conclusion and 
civil disagreement is common because all are seeking the 
truth of things.
 According to St. John, Jesus promised that the 
Holy Spirit would “teach you all truth” (John 16:13).  
Truth is the purpose of a liberal arts education and St. 
Thomas Aquinas taught that all truth points to God, be-
cause God is truth.  This means education is a sacred task, 
both in the teaching and in the learning.  The promise of 
this newspaper is that it will approach truth seriously, re-
flectively, and from a Catholic perspective.  in so doing it 
will help fulfill the mission of the college.  it aims to en-
gage in this task lovingly, for love is another of the fruits 
of the Spirit.  My prayer is that the paper lives up to its 
name, enlightening all who read it.

A Note on the Paraclete

@AQParaclete - aquinasparaclete@gmail.com - www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Call for World Youth Day 2016!

imagine: you, the Pope, and millions of 
Catholic youth from across the world, 
joyfully gathered in Krakow, Poland.

Aquinas will be sending students to WYD2016!  
Interested?  

Email the Catholic Life Club at: 
aq.catholiclife@gmail.com
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Follow us online!

@Aquinas Paraclete
“Like” Aquinas Paraclete on Facebook
www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Inspired to write?  We welcome submissions 
and new writers, so please email us!  

aquinasparaclete@gmail.com

“Education is integral to the mission of 
the Church to proclaim the Good News. 

First and foremost, every Catholic 
educational institution is a place to 

encounter the living God who in Jesus 
Christ reveals his transforming love and 

truth.”
Pope Benedict XVI

“We are living in an 
information-driven society 

which bombards us 
indiscriminately with 

data—all treated as being 
of equal importance—and 
which leads to remarkable 
superficiality in the area of 

moral discernment. 
In response, we need to 

provide an education which 
teaches crit ical thinking 

and encourages the 
development of mature 

moral values.”
Pope Francis

“it is the honour and responsibility of a 
Catholic university to consecrate itself 
without reserve to the cause of truth. 

This is its way of serving at one and the 
same time both the dignity of man and 

the good of the Church.”
Saint John Paul II


