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What is Community?
by Samuel Klee, ‘16

 Man simply does not live by radio, auto-
mobiles, and refrigerators alone, but by the whole 

unpurchasable world beyond the market, the world 
of dignity, beauty, poetry, grace, chivalry, love, 

and friendship, the world of community, variety of 
life, freedom, and fullness of personality.  Circum-
stances which debar man from such a life or make 
it difficult for him stand irrevocably convicted, for 

they destroy the essence of his nature.
-Wilhelm Ropke, A Humane Economy

 The word community is heard frequently on 
campus, but do we really know what it means?  Pop-
ular culture promotes a loose sense of abstract to-
getherness, promising that the mass-advertised life 
will lead to happiness.  Yet, as persons made in the 
image and likeness of God, aren’t we meant for a so-
ciety that respects and reflects our inherently unique 
dignity?  Thus, at Aquinas, does our community pre-
pare students for lives of consumption, or do we fos-
ter a genuine environment of human flourishing?

the German insiGht

 Wilhelm Ropke was a German economist 
who worked to rebuild the postwar economy of his 
homeland in the 1940s and 50s.  Through his re-
search, Ropke identified a problem with modern so-

ciety that he termed enmassment.  He argued that 
a culture of mass consumption, a society obsessed 
with material goods and standards, would quickly 
undermine man’s essential dignity and value.  It in-
grains a fragmented sense of individuality, of people 
who “hunger for integration” but “allay this hunger 
by means of the intoxicating thrills and crowds of 
mass society.”  Told to follow popular trends and 
buy life-as-advertised, we pass over the glory of exis-
tence for a rat-race of goods.
 Yet, rather than pessimistic moping, Ropke 
urged a rediscovery of genuine community as the an-
swer to this modern dilemma.  He described a “natu-
ral order,” in which “people’s lives would have solid 
foundations; genuine communities, from the family 
upward, would form a background of moral sup-
port for the individual; people would have roots and 
would not be adrift in life without anchor.”  While 
borderline idealist, Ropke’s thesis was grounded in 
a conviction that modernity was unraveling and the 
time for renewal had come.  

BrinGinG it home

 Keep in mind, Ropke wrote his tome in 1958, 
well before iThings and 140 character lifestyles.  To-
day, his philosophy appears ever more relevant, es-
pecially for students--as informed citizens and fu-
ture leaders.  
 We often speak of community at Aquinas, 
with a “global perspective,” or with adjectives such 
as “belonging,” and “inclusive,” but what does that 
mean in context?  Beyond mere hospitality, Ropke 
calls us to conscientious awareness of each person’s 
essential dignity.  Rather than career preparation or 
sustainability (wonderful as they are), a true com-
munity must be founded upon the pursuit of love, 
freedom, and Truth for all.  
 Moreover, this renewed sense of communi-
ty takes on a new dimension within the context of 
Catholicism.  Christ said that, where two or more 
are gathered in His name, there too shall He be.  As 
a Catholic community, then, our primary concern 
is to make Christ present to our neighbor, to bring 
His light to the guy down the hall or the gal in chem 
class.  In the final assessment, this will by far be our 
most marketable and remarkable quality.
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CatholiC CamPus haPPeninGs

mass (BuKoWsKi ChaPel)
Sunday: 8:00Pm

monday & Wednesday: 4:30Pm

tuesday & thursday: 9:00Pm

mass (st. thomas the aPostle Parish)
sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am

monday, tuesday, thursday, Friday: 7:20am

ConFession (BuKoWsKi ChaPel)
thirty minutes BeFore eaCh mass

rosary (touChdoWn mary, BuKoWsKi iF raininG)
daily at 3:00Pm

CatholiC liFe CluB (BuKoWsKi ChaPel)
thursday niGhts FolloWinG mass: 9:45Pm
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The Many Fall Traditions of Aquinas
by McKenzie Rumley, ‘15

As the new school year begins, you begin to settle into 
your new environment and explore your community.   
While you want to make sure you have the proper focus 
for your classes, I’m here to remind you to look out for 
the traditions Aquinas has for you to enjoy this year.   

roCK the BloCK (sePtemBer 13)

As the fall semester takes off, AQ invites musicians 
and local restaurants to share free music, food, and 
laughter with our campus.  You’ll be able to dance with 
friends, investigate the Living Learning Communities 
(LLCs) and their upcoming events, and gain a perspec-
tive on what community means at Aquinas! 

homeCominG (sePtemBer 22-28)

This week is the perfect way to show your school spirit!  
Come and cheer on our teams as Alumni stop by to re-
live the “good ‘ol days!”  Remember, if you are over 21, 
you get to be the envy of your younger friends as you 
travel to the beer tent!  

Jr. saints WeeKend (oCtoBer 10-12)

Have a little brother, sister, or cousin you want to show 
off at AQ?  This weekend is a great opportunity!  With 

activities to keep them entertained (like movie night, 
or craft time at the Moose), they’ll be excited to spend 
time with you! However, don’t forget to sign up by Oc-
tober 8th to take full advantage of these benefits. This 
event provides a perfect opportunity to grow close with 
your little “Jr. Saint,” so why not spoil them? 

So, as you study your brains out and start to wonder if 
you’ll ever have time for fun, just remember that Aqui-
nas has much to offer! After all, what’s college without 
some amazing traditions?
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sePtemBer eVents

Saturday, September 13th
Rock the Block (Signature Event)

Cook Carriage House
Eastown Street Fair

Eastown Neighborhood

Monday, September 15th
Campus Safety Awareness Week

Campus-Wide

Wednesday, September 17th
Faculty, Staff, & Student Procession to Bukowski Chapel

4:00pm
Mass of the Holy Spirit (Signature Event)

4:30pm

Monday, September 22nd
Coffeeehouse music wth Austin Renfroe

9:00pm
(by AQPB)

Cook Carriage House

Wednesday, September 24th
ArtPrize Begins

Grand Rapids, City-Wide

Saturday, September 27th
Astronomy Club’s Open Observatory

Baldwin Observatory - Albertus

Refer to page one for weekly Catholic 
events on campus!

Photo Courtesy Andris Visockis
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Catholic Studies presents: 
Joseph Pearce, Sept. 9th

by Alaina Beauregard, ‘15

 Are you interested in learning more about Catholic faith and 
culture, but are unsure if you’re ready for a theology degree?  
Aquinas’ Catholic Studies Program takes a holistic liberal arts ap-
proach, using the disciplines of art, history, theology, philosophy, En-
glish, and mathematics to foster an authentic, intellectual understand-
ing of the Catholic tradition.
  “At only 21 credits,” the Catholic Studies minor is “small and manageable,” explained Dr. John Pinheiro, 
who heads the program.  “I highly encourage students who are planning to work in Catholic education or at the 
parish level to enroll in Catholic Studies classes,” he said.   However, Catholic Studies is hardly exclusive!  Due to 
its assortment of disciplines, many of these classes fulfill General Education Requirements, making them com-
pelling and engaging opportunities to delve into the Catholic intellectual tradition.
 Catholic Studies also addresses contemporary issues through its Speaker Series.  In the past three years, 
distinguished Catholic figures George Weigel, Eleonore Stump, and Raymond Arroyo have visited Aquinas for 
public presentations and small group discussions with students.  This tradition continues sePtemBer 9 at 7Pm, in 
the Wege Ballroom.  Joseph Pearce, a former Skinhead Bulldog who converted his life and work to Catholicism 
will be on campus to discuss the Catholicism woven within The Lord of the Rings.  Following his lecture, Mr. 
Pearce will be available for book signings.

by Makenzie Conner, ‘16

 The Hope House is a Living Learning Community residing in 
Meijer Hall, behind the Donnelly Center. There, twelve faith-filled 
women live in an intentionally and joyfully Christian environment.  
These girls have truly become family--a fact I witnessed in my time 
with the House last year--and the community these girls have creat-
ed is truly remarkable. 
 Whether attending family dinner nights, visiting the ev-
er-stocked share-table of sweets, or studying with friends (so long 
as you don’t sit too long on the massive, pillow-like couch), Hope 
House has you covered.  Moreover, this House fosters a community 

of shared faith, and Christ shines through these young women as they 
pray together and participate in impromptu praise & worship nights.  Hope House also partners with several local 
non-profits such as Degage, St. Thomas, Rays of Hope, and Aqua Aid. 
 With Terry Marshall as adviser and Annamarie Pavlock as RA, Hope House is ready to grow in community 
and faith during their second year at Aquinas.  Our first event was on September 5th.  It provided a time to meet 
new people and help students find a place of worship at their new campus home. In that spirit going forward, Hope 
House can’t wait to help make this place your home. We will always welcome new visitors and friends, so do stop by 
if you need some prayers, great people to hang out with, advice, or perhaps even a sweet treat. 

LLC Highlight: HoPe House

Photo Credit: Aquinas College, Nashville

Photo Credit: Alaina Beauregard
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ArtPrize: What to Know, Where to Go
By Sam Klee, ‘16

 Whether new to the area or a seasoned veteran of local happenings, ArtPrize is one of the most 
unique and exciting events that Grand Rapids has to offer.  Garnering thousands of visitors each fall, Art-
Prize has been challenging how we--the public--understand art in modern society.  Moreover, if you have 
access to the internet, you get a say in the process!  From sePtemBer 24 to oCtoBer 12, come visit this cultural 
phenomenon and return edified and inspired.   In the meantime, here are some quick tips on how to make 
your ArtPrize experience one to remember!
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ArtPrize is an absolutely massive event, winding 
throughout the entire downtown of Grand 

Rapids--and beyond.  While the list of venues is 
nearly overwhelming, here are a few must-see, 

well-curated locations to put on your map 
(in no particular order!).

-The Grand Rapids Art Museum
-The Grand Rapids Public Musem
-The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum
-The urban Institute for Contemporary Art
-DeVos Place
-The Amway Grand Hotel
-The B.O.B.
-Kendall College of Art and Design

Venues to Visit

dates to WatCh

quiCK FaCts

September 24 Opening Day: Round 1 Voting Begins

September 29 Juried Awards Shortlist Nominees Announced

October 4 Round 1 Voting Closes at 11:59 p.m.

October 5 Public Vote Finalists Announced, Round 2 Voting Begins at 2 p.m.

October 9 Round 2 Voting Closes at 11:59 p.m.

October 10 Winners Announced at the 2014 ArtPrize Awards at 8:00 p.m.

October 12 Closing Day: Venues Close at 6:00 p.m.

ArtPrize was founded in 2009 by Rick DeVos as 
a radically open arts competition, geared toward 
restarting the conversation between artists and 
the general public, complemented by massive 

cash prizes.  Any artist 18 and older may enter, 
and the competition is determined by both public 
vote and juried decisions.  This year boasts 1,537 

artists at 174 venues across the city, competing for 
a total of $560K in prize money.
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With so many artists and venues to see, this 
cultural trek also presents an unprecedented 

opportunity to peruse the local culinary scene.  
Here are a few readily accessible favorites! 

(in addition to Jimmy John’s)

-Parsley Mediterranian Grille (Monroe Center)
-Madcap Coffee (Monroe Center)
-San Chez Bistro (Fulton Street)

-The B.O.B. (Fulton Street, also a venue!)
-Bartertown Diner (vegan food, Jefferson Ave.)

-Bistro Bella Vita (Grandville Ave.)

Food For the Journey

Chris LaPorte - Family Room; Lineage
Women’s City Club

Brigid Avery - Glassilaun Beach, Tully Cross, Ireland
Jean Allemeier Boot - In the Exchange of Echoes

Ron and Miriam Pederson - Pederson Collaboration
Renee Therriault - TEMPEST ROSE

at Cathedral Square

Sara Mullen - Depth
 at The Mitten Brewing Company

Lisa Nawrocki - Layering of Nature
at the Courtyard Marriott Downtown

Sara Pearson - American Heart and Soul
at MoDiv

Edward Riojas - Ecce Homo
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Roger MacNaughton - 5 Mile Mountain
at St. Cecilia Music Center

John Battle - Blue Coffee Cup
at West Coast Coffee

Sarah Imus - untitled
at The B.O.B.

Mark Dunning - Abstract Formation
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

aquinas artists
(And where to find them)

2013- Sleeping Bear Dune Lakeshore - by Ann Loveless
2012 - Elephants - by Adonna Khare
2011 - Crucifixion - by Mia Tavonatti 

(displayed at Cornerstone university)
2010 - Cavalry - by Chris LaPorte 

(displayed at the Grace Hauenstine Library)
2009 - Open Water no.24 - by Ran Ortner

Prior Winners

Share your ArtPrize experiences with us!  
Post pictures to our Facebook page!
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A Conversation 
with 

Amanda Vernon
By Joseph Wenderski, ‘16

We recently spoke with local Grand Rapidian artist 
Amanda Vernon, to discuss her work, her faith, and her 
prespective on culture.  Notably, Vernon had plenty to say 
about body image, in addition to many insights surround-
ing her music.

 Tell me a little bit about yourself!
 I am a full-time recording artist and Catholic mu-
sic minister. I began my musical journey—really intrinsi-
cally, I’d say—just growing up as part of my childhood it 
was something that my parents taught me to do—to pray 
every time that I sang, to make it something that had to 
do with my faith.  So I really carried that with me through 
childhood, and I’m so blessed to see how my love for mu-
sic and my love for my Catholic faith have blossomed into 
my career. I’m married to my husband, David, and we’re 
expecting our third child anytime. So, that’s a little bit 
about me and, oh yeah, we’re huge fans of the Green Bay 
Packers.
 So, to discuss your music.  How does the issue 
of body image impact your writing?  Could you explain 
your philosophy, even theology, concerning body image 
in modern society?
 I think that the way a person views his or her own 
body has to do with what we believe about the human per-
son in general. If I think the body is an object or tool to be 
used, then my outlook is going to be quite different than 
if I view the body as a gift, as a part of being human. 
 So, if the body is simply an object, then it can 
be used for gratification or for personal gain.  There’s 
so much pressure to believe that, especially for a young 
woman growing up in America.  You hear that there’s a 
certain way to be, a certain standard. But, on the other 
hand, if you see the body as a gift from God and a part of 
myself that has value that is never lost—it’s on a different 
level.
 Would it be fair to say that you’re looking inwards 
and learning to respect yourself, that you’re also doing 
that in order to reflect God?
 Because every person is made in the image and 
likeness of God, to see my own dignity is  to automati-

cally understand 
something about 
God, because 
that’s where my 
dignity comes 
from—being cre-
ated in His im-
age and likeness. 
The song on my 
album, Interior 
Gaze, is focused 
on the theme of 
recognizing that 
my own dignity 
is given to me by 
God and seeing 
others with that 
same perspec-
tive.
 T h a t ’ s 
p h e n o m e n a l . 
So you believe 
true beauty would 
come from God, in that case?
 I absolutely believe that true beauty comes from 
God. I believe Jesus Christ is the source of all true beauty, 
and that we as His creatures can reflect that. I also be-
lieve that certain people have, as Christopher West calls 
it, a “particular gift” of beauty. Some people are blessed, 
I think, to reflect God’s beauty in their physical appear-
ance, I would say, even more so than other people. But 
I don’t think that it’s discounting anyone’s value to say 
some people have a particular gift of beauty, just as some 
certain people might have a particular gift of compassion 
or a particular gift of generosity, I think it’s the same call 
that goes for the physical manifestation of God’s beauty 
as well.
 In other words, this speaks to the idea that we’re 
all diverse individuals with our own individual beauty?
 Right! And some individual beauty will be able 
to reach out to others in a way that draws them to God, 
draws them to the awe of God’s beauty in particularly gift-
ed way.
 Also, the way in which we view our bodies has ev-
erything to do with the way we understand our own dig-
nity and where our worth comes from.  I really believe the 
voice of Truth is speaking to each of us in some way, and 
the question is: what voice are you going to listen to when 
it comes to how we see ourselves?
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Is it a voice of deception, saying ‘you’re not good enough, 
you aren’t pretty enough, or you aren’t attractive enough?’ 
Or would we listen to the voice of Truth—ultimately the 
voice of the Holy Spirit—saying, ‘you are created in My 
image and likeness; you are very good, I am calling you to 
be the best you could possibly be.’
  What is it that, on a day to day basis, keeps 
you personally positive, what do you always go back to 
that turns you back towards Jesus Christ and your Faith?
 I’m reading a book right now about the interior 
life, and it goes beyond just moments, beyond prayer, to 
an entire way of living where each decision is influenced 
by what I believe to be God’s Will for my life.  It’s being 
able to reflect it inside myself before just acting on in-
stinct.  I think that I tend to be down on myself, or think I 
should be ‘meh,’ different than I am or better than I am or 
smarter or prettier or whatever. But reflecting first: ‘Who 
I really am in light of the Good News, in light of the fact 
that God has given me my dignity.’ That is really what 
keeps me positive, otherwise I get really distracted and 
can pretty much tend to be a drama queen.
 What would your advice then be, outside of 
prayer, to those trying to seek and define and understand 
their own dignity, especially on a human level?
 I think being as healthy as possible really helps 
me with my whole perspective on everything, especially 
how I see myself. So, taken from an intellectual stand-
point, are the things that I’m thinking about or reading, 
I’d say: ‘Are they bringing me up or pulling me down?’ 
And then, I’d say, from a physical standpoint: ‘Am I exer-
cising? Am I eating well?’ And then, emotionally: ‘Are the 
relationships that I’m spending time on, the kind of rela-
tionships I really want to choose? Do I want to prioritize 
those that raise me up and where I am raising others up?’ 
Those questions are ones I try to ask myself consistently, 
and I know it just molds who I am from day to day and 
also has a huge impact on my wellness and on the kind of 
person I can be for others.
 So, what I’m hearing is that it’s very important to 
be holistic in mind, body, and spirit?
 Being holistic is, I think, another way of saying 
being holy—because holy can sound really stuffy. But, be-
ing a whole person, living holistically, and living an inte-
grated life in heart, mind, and body is, I think, what really 
leads to pure happiness.
 It sounds as if you take a lot from Pope Saint John 
Paul II.
 Oh yeah. You asked about influences, and his is 
one of the primary influences in my life.
 Did he have anything specific in his writing that 
talked about, say, the type of music that you’re doing and 
your mission and overall goal?
 I love The Letter to Artists by Pope John Paul II. 

His thoughts about the vocation of an artist are so com-
pelling. He has a phrase that says: “Beauty is an invitation 
to savor life and to dream of the future.” And I love those 
words, and I hope my art could echo with that kind of 
beauty. Even on a personal level, I just hope that I can 
somehow embody that kind of beauty that is a gift for oth-
er people.
 So, would you say that your artistry, as a gift, also 
speaks to its authenticity?  That those go hand-in-hand?
 Yeah, I think that there is a beauty that is authen-
tic, that speaks to the human person, that speaks to the 
heart and soul. And there’s a beauty that could be consid-
ered seductive that is more about fantasy than it is about 
drawing us deeper into reality. The former is absolutely 
kind of beauty that I want to convey, one that’s authentic.
 In a way, you’re talking about getting as close to 
the Love of God as we can?
 When art that reflects true beauty, it is speaking 
in reference to the Love of God.  But sometimes art is go-
ing to speak to how far we fall from our call to love and 
to be loved.  Sometimes it will celebrate success in that 
endeavor, but it has to do with that love of God, that au-
thentic giving and receiving, it’s this reference that keeps 
art authentic in my opinion.  
 What I’m hearing is that a lot of modern music is 
negative in the view that it takes of life, it takes positive 
views of negative things. Therefore would it be fair to say, 
in your estimation, that staying positive is the most im-
portant thing we can do?
 I don’t think so, actually. I think there is a great 
beauty to be found in true sorrow. There is humanity 
found in the depths of despair.  Diving into these subjects 
can be really dark, but they point, ultimately, to the Light.  
The outcome is positive, but to get through it you some-
time have to wade 
through a lot of 
n e g a t i v i t y — a n d 
that’s not bad as 
long as it’s bring-
ing us out from 
that point towards 
Redemption, 
eventually.
 So, instead 
of seeking positiv-
ity, it’s about seek-
ing beauty for the 
ultimate goal of 
Redemption?
 Absolutely!
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The Sublime Power of Sacred Waters
by Monika Stutzman, ‘15

 Water is a healing element 
as well as a mortal force. It is a 
simple yet profound paradox of 
the human experience.  From the 
life-bearing water of a mother’s 
womb to the terror of a flood, wa-
ter’s powers of grace and destruc-
tion are something with which all of 

humanity can relate.  In that sense, 
it is natural for the Church to be giv-
en water as the sign and instrument 
of one’s birth into the Kingdom of 
God.  
 The theological implications 
of Baptism are rich, but the reality 
is rather simple.  Through Baptism, 
we are born as children of God.  We 
are brought right into the family, 

the inheritance, and the 
grace that comes with being 
an adopted son or daughter 
of God.  Baptism is not a 
ticket into heaven or a way 
of glossing over our sins.  It 
is a generous gift, one which 
we must accept and use as 
the giver intended.
 Baptism unites all  
Christians.  By that new 

birth, we are all equals. We have 
come from the same place and now 
live with the same responsibilities 
and status.  As difficult as it is to 
treat one another as such, we are 
brothers and sisters.  This does not 
place baptized Christians above 
the unbaptized.  It calls us to serve 
them as Christ did because in Bap-
tism, we are “configured to Christ” 
(CCC 1272).
 God gave Baptism to the 
Church (us) as a means for salva-
tion.  It is her responsibility - mean-
ing it is our responsibility - to bring 
this gift to the world.  While the 
water of the earth can save lives 
or destroy them, the living water 
of Baptism brings souls out of the 
darkness of sin. 

by Sarah Wade, ‘16

 In seventeen days, black signs with the familiar 
words, Pray to End Abortion will be seen in yards, win-
dows, and the hands of pro-life advocates across the 
country as the 40 Days for Life fall campaign begins.  
Refusing to shy from the inherent controversy and dis-
comfort surrounding abortion, 40 Days participants 
gather instead at the front lines. By engaging in a 40-
day commitment to prayer, fasting, outreach, and con-
stant vigil in front of abortion clinics, thousands have 
volunteered to champion the cause of the unborn. 
 When David Bereit sat in prayer with Shawn 
and Marilisa Carney in 2004, they formed an idea for 
the first 40 Days campaign.  Yet they could not have 
anticipated the scale and momentum their project 
quickly gained. What began as a community campaign 
has turned into the largest pro-life movement in his-
tory, reaching all 50 states and extending to 23 other 
nations. 
 The movement’s statistics speak to the incred-
ible impact that can result from steadfast prayer and 

presence. According to 
the current numbers, 
8,973 babies lives have 
been saved (that they 
know of), 101 abortion 
workers have quit, and 
56 abortion centers have 
closed. All of this has 
been accomplished in the 
ten years since 40 Days 
for Life was launched. 
 Bringing the is-
sue to campus, Aquinas College’s Saints for Life club 
is dedicated to protecting and promoting the dignity 
of every human life, from conception to natural death. 
We are excited to participate in such a wonderful and 
widespread campaign this fall, from sePtemBer 24th – 
noVemBer 2nd.  We invite any and all students to join us 
in our efforts to abolish abortion, while advocating for 
those most vulnerable in our community.

In Focus: 40 Days for Life
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by Dr. Michael McDaniel 

 If you want to be like the vast majority of col-
lege students in the uSA, then learn as little as possi-
ble. Most college students graduate with worse math 
and English skills than when they began. And using as 
little brain as possible was never easier than now. Why 
read a book when you can Google the pay-dirt? Writing 
a paper takes a long time - just flip an old one from 
somebody’s archive. 
 If you want to be different from the mindless 
millions who coast through college, then do college 
yourself. Think for yourself. Read the books yourself. 
Write your own stuff, proofread it and edit the dang 
thing. Check your calculations and your sources. Don’t 
believe anything your professors say - figure out as 
much as you can, look for truth.
 Although self-reliance builds strong bones and 
teeth, you should also spend time with other serious 
readers, writers, lab rats, math geeks and the like. 
While you can go far working only with people you like, 
networking means mingling with all sorts of dedicated 
students. You will never know when a chance comment 
or scrawled note will save your bacon two years from 
now. The more time spent shooting the breeze with 
smart people, the better. 
 The college trip should not be solo. Besides 
students, waste a few minutes with professors. Pre-
tending you care about our courses soothes our low 
self-esteem. It’s good karma. Get off your rear-end and 
declare a major because that will force you to talk with 
a professor and it’s a good way to bridge the profes-
sional distance. You should get better advising within 
your major than with an assigned professor or counsel-
or whose interests do not match yours. 
 Take advantage of the clubs and organizations 
to see what is going on in areas besides your favorites. 
Sometimes there are snacks. Sometimes you meet re-
cruiters and get business cards, brochures and other 
stuff to show your friends and family. Pretending you 
care about your career after college is better than pre-
tending a job is going to fall out of the sky six days after 
commencement. Imagine scoring a summer internship 
in October. The parental units might just think you’re 
aces.
 Take advantage of academic support. The ma-
jority of people who come to math tutoring are A stu-
dents who have figured out that doing homework with 

math people is faster and more productive than doing 
homework solo. Using your professor’s office hours is 
good, too. Think up a few solid questions, which is in it-
self work, and pop in for a few minutes. Your professor 
will think you care. Then, when that final calculation 
comes out 89.6, the prof will remember your visits and 
slide you the A- at no extra charge. Some might call it 
sucking up; “insurance,” is a better word.
 With so many people dedicated to mediocrity, 
you do not have to be Isaac Newton to stand out from 
the crowd. You can be a Fig Newton who hustles, who 
pays attention to what’s going on, who gains expertise 
and sophistication with each month and you will be 
well ahead of the pack. 
 Also, get pens that you actually like to use. They 
might cost an extra few bucks. But if you’re going to be 
taking college seriously, you’ll need some good pens.

Push Yourself or Get Out of the Way

saint oF the issue:
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Born: August 26, 1910
Died: September 5, 1997
Feast Day: September 5

Patroness of World Youth Day

Though not yet a saint, Blessed Mother Tere-
sa of Calcutta is well on her way to achieving 

the notoriety equal to her many charitable 
endeavors. Born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, 
she is best known for her uniquely selfless 
approach to service, namely taking Christ’s 

biblical mandates at face value, going out into 
the streets and uplifting the lowest of society’s 
low. Her work primarily took place in India, 
where already having been a Sister of Loreto, 
she realized the need for an outreach to the 
poor. Thus, she petitioned Pope Pius XII for 
her founding of the Missionaries of Chari-

ty. Throughout the world, whether devoutly 
Catholic or staunchly secular, her work is 

greatly praised, such that she even received 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979, and was beati-

fied by Pope Saint John Paul II in 2003. 
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Follow us online!

@AQParaclete
“Like” Aquinas Paraclete on Facebook
www.aquinasparaclete.wordpress.com

Inspired to write?  We welcome submissions 
and new writers, so please email us!  

aquinasparaclete@gmail.com

The Catholic Studies Speaker 
Series presents 
Joseph Pearce

on sePtemBer 9th, 7Pm 
in the Wege Ballroom.  

Pearce will 
discuss JRR Tolkien’s Lord of 

the Rings, its deeply 
ingrained Catholic roots, and 

what we as Catholics may 
learn from this seminal work 

of modern literature.

Call for 
World Youth Day 

2016!

Imagine: you, the Pope, and 
millions of 

Catholic youth from across 
the world, 

joyfully gathered 
in Krakow, Poland.

Interested?
Aquinas will be sending 
students to WYD2016!  

For more information, email 
the Catholic Life Club at: 

aq.catholiclife@gmail.com


